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Apply for a Grant or Scholarship!

Grants Available for Artistic  Development
By Chris Lindsey 
The Chequamegon Bay Arts Council (CBAC) announces its 12th annual Artistic Development 
Grant. This grant promotes ongoing learning and encourages area residents to further their artis-
tic abilities for reasons of personal growth and enhanced community artistic excellence. Any pro-
fessional, amateur, or student artist residing in Ashland or Bayfield Counties is eligible to apply. 

Eligible continuing education or development opportunities in the field of visual, performing or 
literary arts include:
•  Short-term courses, with fewer than 15 class sessions, pertaining to an artistic field of interest.
•  Workshops and art/music/literary camps. 
•  Well-defined individual research projects of an artistic nature.

A total of $1,300 will be awarded through the CBAC Artistic Development grant process. 
 Applications and grant guidelines will be available March 1, 2016 on the CBAC website at 
cbayarts.org. Applications are due April 1, and funding announcements will be made by April 15. 
For questions, please contact Chris Lindsey, CBAC Grant Coordinator, at (715) 373-2259.

CBAC Announces 2016 Arts  Initiative Grant Recipients
By Christina Sauer 
Five local art projects were awarded $13,180 in funding through CBAC’s Arts Initiative 
Grant program. Artists and organizations in Ashland and Bayfield County were eligible to 
apply for this grant. Proposals were required to be project specific and were reviewed with 
regard to artistic merit, community benefit, artistic development, and the ability of the 
potential recipient to successfully complete their project. Applications were reviewed by 
a three-member panel under the direction of CBAC Grant Coordinator, Christina  Sauer. 
Panel members this year were Diana Granger, CBAC Board member, Grace Hogan, 
 previous grant recipient, and Jill Lorenz, artist and previous grant recipient.  

The Arts Initiative Grant is made possible by grant funding from the Wisconsin Arts Board, 
which requires a local match of an equal amount of funding before grant distribution can  
take place.   

Congratulations, 2016 Arts Initiative Grant Recipients!

Grants

• Lake Superior Big Top  Chautauqua 
(($3,000)—Support free family performance 
and workshop series

• Summer (Mostly) Thursdays  ($3,000)—
Bayfield summer music series

• The City of Ashland/Rose Spieler- 
Sandberg ($2,830)—Creation of a mural in 
the Ed Griffith’s Pedestrian Underpass 

• Ashland Chamber Music Society  
($1,950)— Chamber music concert series

• Chequamegon Theatre  Association  
($2,400)—Support summer children’s theater
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Sauer Retires as CBAC  
Grant Coordinator
After 12 years of serving as CBAC’s grant coordinator, 
Christina Sauer is turning over the reins of the success-
ful program to Chris Lindsey. Sauer served her first term 
as grant coordinator from 1997 to 2004. After terms as 
both newsletter editor and president, she returned to her 
position as grant coordinator from 2011 to 2016. During 
this time, she managed the distribution of over $200,000 
into the Chequamegon Bay area to support art projects 
and artistic development opportunities for area artists.

The Chequamegon Bay Arts 
 Council publishes Artifacts 
 quarterly for its members and 
supporters. Printing is subsidized 
in part by Heart  Graphics and 
Communications, Ashland.

CBAC welcomes feed-
back, article ideas, newsletter 
 contri bu tions, member news, 
and calendar items. Please send 
submissions to  Editor Catherine 
Lange at langecate@gmail.com 
or mail to CBAC, P.O. Box 25, 
Washburn, WI 54891.

Submission deadlines

Summer  
Content covers June,  

July,  and August.  
Deadline: May 8

Fall  
Content covers  September,  

October,  November.  
Deadline: August 8

Winter  
Content covers  December,   

January, and February.  
Deadline:  November 8

Spring 
Content covers March,  

April, and May.  
Deadline: February 8

www.cbayarts.org
P.O. Box 25,  

Washburn, WI 54891

Many Thanks to Outgoing Board Members, 
A Big Welcome to Our New Board Members

President’s Letter

By Joanne Meierhofer

“�New�beauty�meets�us�at�every�step��
in�all�our�wanderings.”—John�Muir

Happy New Year 2016, and may new beauty meet you in 
your wanderings. 

We have had an extraordinarily beautiful winter so 
far with the open water and wind combining to create 
wonderful ice formations, snow-laden branches and 
 cotton-candy pink clouds that grace us from time to 
time around sunset this time of year.

The art pace has not really slowed in our lively 
Chequamegon Bay area, what with the Groundlings 

production of “Julius Caesar” and the monthly exhibits at Salmagundi, the 
Chequamegon Food Co-Op, and (bi-monthly) at the Black Cat Coffee House. 
But we are already fast approaching spring. 

In March, we are again collaborating with the Washburn Heritage 
 Association to put on our Spring show, “Heritage: Our Past in the Present.”  
The BMO Harris Bank Exhibition is celebrating its 40th year. Opportunities 
abound, whether you are an artist or art appreciator.

We welcomed three new members to our board in 2016: Lissa Flemming, 
Grace Hogan, and LeeAnn Frey. There are still open seats on our board if 
 anyone is interested. Please contact me or another board member if you would 
like to become involved.

Christina Sauer is retiring from the board. I want to thank Christina for her 
many, many years of service. Not only did she chair the Grant Committee, she 
has also recently administered our website and Facebook pages. Christina has 
turned over the grant program to Chris Lindsey.

We also had three other hard-working board members retire last year: 
 Catherine Lange, our talented “Artifacts” editor-in-chief (happily, she will still 
be producing our newsletter); Leonarda Boughton, who is an amazing painter 
and still found time to take an active role in our auction and exhibits; and  
Kim Stone, who worked tirelessly on our auction committee. 

A huge “thank you” to all for your service to CBAC.
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Guest Editor’s Note
My Assignment to Myself: A Chance to Explore Poetry 
By Jason Terry
As guest editor for this issue of the CBAC newsletter, my real task was to write a feature article as Cathy Lange 
really does all of the work designing and putting the issue together. Other Board members and interested volunteers 
write the other articles and columns. In that light my title as guest editor is really quite over-the-top, but I’ve done 
my best to live up to the challenge. As an artist who works primarily in 2-dimensional media, written words and 
especially the act of writing, often intimidate me. As a teacher with over 20 years of experience, I know that feeling 
of intimidation represents potential growth.  

So I made the decision to take this opportunity to learn more about poetry, and I didn’t have to look far. Please see my 
story below about two widely published local poets—Cynthia Belmont and Kelly Morse.

Also in this issue, writer Kathleen Olson contributes a profile of sculptor Sara Balbin. Sara Balbin, in turn, offers us 
insights into her work process. 

And thank you to the other contributors to this issue: Claire Duquette, Diana Granger, Chris Lindsey, Joanne 
 Meierhofer,  Christina Sauer, and Sharon Stewart. 

Art Process
Two Local Poets on Poetry
By Jason Terry
Two of my friends and colleagues from Northland College are 
widely published poets. On separate occasions, I sat down with 
Cynthia Belmont and Kelly Morse to discover more about their 
lives as poets. 

Cynthia Belmont considers her work from the point of view of 
a woman’s experience as observed. Her subjects often involve 
animals and our geographic area of Chequamegon Bay. While her 
poems concern a variety of themes, they often speak about the 
vulnerability of the connections between humans and animals. 

A moment or fleeting feeling often compels her to start a poem. 
Other times she will assign herself a specific exercise or task to 
force herself into “a box of thought or language.” 

The process starts as handwritten notes that are always carried 
with her as she wrestles with the ideas. The notes start to take 
form and make their way to a typed page that she continues to car-
ry with her at all times for editing at a moment’s notice. This en-
tire process usually takes about two weeks to a completed poem. 

The importance of poetry for Cynthia is connection. Poetry 
connects people in the observations of the world we might other-
wise not pay attention to. 

It encourages attentiveness and moves us toward appreciation. 
She believes that the pressures of society discourage that type of 

 
Viewing the Hessian Treasures

The works of the German masters
are imbued with a deep and rustic  
sense of the forest.  Trees muscular 
as thighs, little hunters dancing 
along the gun, golden animals 
standing around like bric-a-brac.
They didn’t know the sparrows I know, 
flinging themselves at my windows,  
their bodies discreet as tea bags
dropped among the shrubs.
The sun is what does it, enchanting 
the glass: they think inside my house
is the sky, dazzling ceiling of blue, 
clouds glowing on and on 
up under the eaves.  The forest 
that surrounds us, where they hatched 
and grew, is no haven.  
There is nothing beautiful about this.  

Published in The Fourth River (Autumn 2008).

Cynthia	Belmont	
is	a	Professor	
of	English	at	
Northland	
	College.

“The importance of  poetry…is connection.”
—Cynthia Belmont

Continued on page 5
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Wrap-up
Annual Meeting 
 Highlights Thriving  
Area Arts Scene
By Claire Duquette

Artists and arts supporters gathered 
 January 25 at the Washburn Cultural 
Center to learn about some of the great 
achievements made in the region due 
to the efforts of the Chequamegon Bay 
Arts Council.

Those attending CBAC’s annual 
meeting, heard from three of the 11 
artists or arts organizations that received 
grants from CBAC in 2015 for commu-
nity projects benefiting the bay area or 
that furthered the professional careers 
of individual artists.

Grant program coordinator Christina 
Sauer said CBAC takes the $7,000 
it receives from the Wisconsin Arts 
Board, matched those funds and 
 handed out some $14,000 in grants.

In 2015, there were 12  applications 
for project grants. Of those 12, eight 
 received funding, including the 
 Ashland Chamber Music Society, 
Rose Sandberg for a puppet show, 
the Chequamegon Theatre Associ-
ation for its summer children’s the-
ater program, Aqueous Magazine, 
 Warren Nelson for a new musical, 
Joel  Glickman to record banjo mu-
sic, the Washburn Elementary 
School Art Club and the StageNorth 
 Groundlings. 

Liz	Woodworth,	who	serves	on	the	
StageNorth	Groundlings	board	of	directors,	
explains	how	a	grant	from	the	Chequa-
megon	Bay	Arts	Council	is	helping	bring	
an	artist-in-residence	to	Washburn	in	the	
month	of	February	to	direct	Shakespeare’s	
“Julius	Caesar.”

Three artists received smaller artistic 
development grants to further their pro-
fessional development. Those recipients 
were Hilary Nelson, who attended a 
gem setting workshop; Scott Rousch, 
who took a class on traditional Japanese 
metal working; and Mark Nutt, who 
attended a print-making workshop.

Liz Woodworth of the Groundlings 
actually took a break from a rehearsal 
to explain how a grant from CBAC has 
helped the group fund a month-long 
artist-in-residence experience with 
George Grant, a teaching artist at the 
Washington, D.C. Shakespeare The-
atre Company.

Grant is spending the month of 
February in Ashland, during which 
he will visit area schools in Bayfield, 
Washburn, Mellen and Ashland, teach 
acting classes and direct a production of 
“Julius Caesar,” to be performed the last 
two weekends of February.

Speaking on behalf of the Washburn 
Elementary School Art Club, parent 
Jamey Penney-Ritter told how a fund-
ing from CBAC and several other local 
granting organizations allowed students 
in grades 2-5 the opportunity to attend 
14 extended after-school classes taught 
by local artists. The students worked 
with clay, felting and created a commu-
nity art project.

“The students got 16-plus hours 

of extended time to concentrate on 
 projects and had time to finish them,” 
she said.

Artist Mark Nutt showed the group 
some the the prints he made at an art-
ist’s workshop in Grand Marais, Minn. 
The three-day workshop focused on a 
print method using ink and wax.

Joining the group were George 
Tzougros, executive director of the 
Wisconsin Arts Board and Anne Katz, 
executive director of Arts Wisconsin. 
Both praised the efforts of the local arts 
board. 

“We’re here to bring your stories  
back to Madison,” Katz said. “There  
are amazing things happening every-
where in Wisconsin with the creative 
economy.”

Katz said she is hoping the Wiscon-
sin legislature will pass a bill that will 
establish a public-private partnership 
for investing in economic development 
focused on the arts.

The members elected officers for 
2016, including President Joanne 
Meierhofer, Vice President Kathleen 
Broadwell, Secretary Diana Granger 
and Treasurer Sharon Stewart. They 
also welcomed three new board mem-
bers, Lissa Flemming, Grace Hogan 
and LeeAnne Frey.

The members gave a round of 
applause to Christina Sauer who is 
retiring as grant coordinator, a job she 
has dedicated herself to for many years 
on CBAC’s behalf. Past president  
Chris Lindsey will take over as grant 
coordinator.

Community	members	enjoy	a	potluck	dinner	
before	the	annual	meeting.

Utilizing	an	artistic	development	grant	
from	the	Chequamegon	Bay	Arts	Council,	
Mark	Nutt	learned	how	to	make	prints	
such	as	these	using	a	process	that	layers	
ink	and	wax.
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attentiveness. She encourages us not 
to be scared of poetry but reminds 
us that it takes work. “One should be 
suspicious of things that come too 
easy. If you are going to grow you must 
be challenged.” 

Finally she offers some advice that 
has helped her in her writing. “Don’t 
have an agenda. Don’t think too much. 
Trust instinct.”

Kelly Morse is relatively new to the 
area. She moved to Ashland in the fall 
of 2014 having most recently lived 
in Iowa City. Originally from a small 
town, she has lived in a variety of 
 places, including time in Spain and 
Vietnam. 

Her two years living in Vietnam 
form the basis for many of her poems 
as she uses that experience to examine 
gaps in communication and cultures. 
She’s interested in comparing “what 
we think we know to what we really 
know.” Another significant portion of 
her work comes from the experience 
of motherhood, focusing on the infant 
stages under one year old. Through 
these seemingly very different sub-
jects, she explores her own identity. 
She is searching for where she fits 
in the larger world and poetry is her 
 vehicle for her exploration. 

Her writing process starts with a 
question or feeling of mystery that 
usually comes from a small image of 
life or object or phrase. She uses her 
writing process to search for answers. 

She said the hard part is to “write 
through the bad stuff. Give it space 
and let the poem do what it wants to 
do.” She credits reading an anthology 
of British poetry during middle school 
that belonged to her mother as the 
 beginning of her relationship with 
poetry. 

 
What to Expect When You’re Expecting

This week your baby is learning guile, 
wears a homespun vernix jumpsuit.
It is the size of one night.
Your baby weighs the same as the box you’ve carried  
unopened through three moves.
This week your baby is growing webbing. Maybe.
When you lie on your left side it starts digging to China.
This week your baby misses Cheers. 
The eyes patrol its head like a whale, but that’s only temporary.
It’s week _______ and your baby still doesn’t know you exist.
Your baby weighs the same as a sock full of quarters.
It practices finding the seam in your uterus.
Shine a flashlight through your abdomen and watch it jump,
Hup to, little jarhead, hup to.
It is now the size of ‘yes’. This varies from woman to woman.
This week the baby’s shadow self is forming.
It likes the taste of marigold heads eaten whole.
This week your baby begins its first kicks. Even now
it is preparing to run.

Originally published in Gulf Coast: A Journal of Literature and Fine Arts.

Kelly	Morse	is	an	Instructor	of	
English	at	Northland		College.

Art Process:  
Two  Local Poets on Poetry 
Continued from page 1

The value of poetry for Kelly is 
multifaceted. Poetry provides vivid 
 attention to detail about the world. 
She continues, “It provides surprise 
for the reader and sometimes the 
writer. The attention to language word 
by word and sound by sound slows 
us down to give us time to notice the 
world around us.” 

Kelly believes poetry is a form of 
telepathy that connects the writer  
and reader in a way no other form is 

capable. She further points out that 
whenever people come together for 
formal events, some form of poetry 
is always present. “That is clearly 
evidence that it serves a deep human 
need,” says Kelly. “We need to be with 
and understood by other people.”

 When asked about the best advice 
about creativity she has ever received, 
she simply responded, “Go out and live 
some.” She has and it has made all the 
difference. 

“Poetry is a form of telepathy.”—Kelly Morse
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Member Profile
Sara Balbin—‘Woman of Steel’
By Kathy Olson
Sara Balbin is a well-known and highly respected metal 
sculptor who exhibits in her own Dragonfly Studio. She lives 
with her husband Gary Crandall under the canopy of cen-
tury old white pines on the shores of Picture Lake between 
Drummond and Cable, Wisconsin. Her sculptures are found 
in public displays and private collections throughout the 
Midwest and across the country. While best known for her 
metal art, she is also a teacher, author, painter, community 
organizer, and promoter. This “Woman of Steel” wears many 
hats, including a French beret and a welder’s shield.

Her sculptures range in size from “can be held in your 
hand” to an American bald eagle with a 25-foot wing span. 

Flowing	Waters	(Steel,	stainless	
steel,	polished	agate.	10”	tall	by	
7”	wide	by	8”	deep.)

Little	Manitou	Falls	(Steel,	
stainless	steel,	wave	washed	
Lake	Superior	granite.	60”	tall		
by	26”	wide	by	9”	deep.)

Water’s	Edge	(Stainless	steel,	
rose	stone,	wave	washed	Lake	
Superior	granite.	32”	tall	by		
18”	wide	by	13”	deep.)

Often, Sara depicts the human condition in her sculptures 
in tender reflection or powerful, victorious poses. Many of 
the pieces are anchored in Lake Superior granite boulders or 
large stones. Sara’s commissions include works for St. Scho-
lastica College and the Make a Wish Foundation.

Public sculptures in the Ashland area include the stainless 
steel memorial of Pam Troxell to the entrance of the Sigurd 
Olson Environmental Institute at Northland College in 
Ashland, Wisconsin.

The grounds of the Cable Community Center is home to 
larger-than-life figures of the iconic symbol of the American 
Birkebeiner titled “Courage, Endurance and Perseverance,” 
depicting the two skiers saving baby Haakon. There are 12 
large public sculptures in the immediate Cable area and ten 
in the Hayward–Lac Courte Oreilles communities. Other 
pieces are scattered across the United States in private and 
public collections.

After securing a bachelor of fine arts degree and master 
of art therapy from the University of Wisconsin-Superior, 
Sara became a registered art therapist; in that capacity, she 
teaches clients twice weekly in Hayward and Ashland. “This 
helps maintain balance in my life,” says the ever-busy Sara. 
She has formed two not-for-profit organizations to promote 
regional artists, educate, and build community. See My Art, 
Inc. (smArt), features works by artists with disabilities online 
at www.seemyart.us and on Facebook as well as at Rivers 
Eatery in Cable, Wisconsin.

Sara has a living legacy of art, artists, and organizations 
reaching from the north woods to urban centers of southern 
Wisconsin and to the island of Cuba, her birthplace. One 
of Sara’s best-known community projects is CHARAC, the 
Cable Hayward Area Arts Council. Since co-founding it in 
1990, CHARAC has sponsored festivals, workshops, galler-
ies, scholarships, and an avenue for student artists to exhibit 
and sell their work. Each year CHARAC participates in the 
 fundraiser for the local Humane Society and the annual 
Namekagon Arts Festival in Seeley. 

Sara’s art can be found in galleries and shops in Cable, 
Hayward, Bayfield, Madeline Island, and Port Wing. Her 
Dragonfly Studio is open by appointment as well as each fall 
for the CHARAC Art Crawl August 12-14 and during the 
Blue Moon Art Tour, Labor Day weekend, September 3-4, 
when visitors can watch her create sculptures in a beautiful 
natural setting. 

www.sarabalbin.com

https://www.facebook.com/
DragonflyStudioTheArtOfSaraBalbin/?fref=ts

Kathy	Olson	is	a	freelance	journalist,	artist,	and	photographer.	
She	has	written	for	the	St.	Paul	Pioneer	Press,	Milwaukee	
Journal	Sentinel,	Wisconsin	Trails	Magazine,	Wisconsin	West,	
Four	Seasons,	Northwoods	Woman	and	several	regional	publi-
cations.	Her	photographs	have	been	published	nationally.	She	
also	paints	watercolor.
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Steel and Water
By Sara Balbin

As a visual artist, I 
have always thought  
of myself as a conduit 
serving the  creative  
process. To access 
that  channel, I 
meditate throughout 
the day;  whether 
designing, painting, 

fabricating, or socializing. In quieting 
the mind, programming, and letting go 
of previously conceived ideas, the mind 
flows, transcending consciousness and 
the solutions present themselves. The 
 letting go is unraveling the linkages to 
old experiences, and reassembling with 
new parts. This takes discipline and 
trust in a higher power, a greater good! 

Where I first chose to live, there 
was not an option on the sculpture 
tools. Fabricating steel sculptures with 
oxygen/acetylene in the Chequamegon 
National Forest was convenient for 
cutting, brazing, welding, soldering, 
and bending steel to create sculptures. 
It didn’t require running water or elec-
tricity. Today, the oxy/acetylene is still 
a key tool, but now I work with MIG, 
and TIG welders, plasma cutter, and 
many other industrial tools to create 
the right finish, and save time.

Steel fabrication is not about ex-
erting force, but rather understanding 
the tools and materials. I use mild, 
 Core-ten, stainless steel plates and re-
cycled components. In 1994, I partic-
ipated in the first “Live Arts Sculpture 
Workshop” sponsored by the Wiscon-
sin Arts Board at Tom’s Burned Down 
Café to recycle Madeline Island steel 
that was mounting. It was environ-
mentally progressive, and I continue 
creating with this philosophy.

My larger public and private instal-
lations require a skilled assistant and 
team : electrician, engineer, welding 
technician, fork lift/crane opera-
tor, landscaper, and fabricators like 

Art Process

Shown	here	in	Sara	Balbin’s	Dragonfly	Studio:	“Three	Stages	of	Woman,”	donated	by	Drs.	
Sandin	and	Vernier	of	Ashland	to	the	College	of	St.	Scholastica.	The	sculpture	was	installed	in	
2015	at	the	front	entrance	of	The	College’s	science	building.	Materials:	stained	glass	and	steel.

 Northland Stainless, Tomahawk, and 
Ashland Industries, Ashland, to assist. 
Being able to create a sculpture you 
can drive through, or a child can hold, 
gives me the freedom to work alone, or 
with a team.

There are primary categories which 
I work on daily: paintings and steel 
sculptures for interior, landscape, and 
public settings. Within each category 
there is a series or body of works. My 
32 historic oil portraits for the Hall of 
Elders, is a series published in Spirit 
of the Ojibwe: Images of Lac Courte 
Oreilles Elders, Holy Cow Press, 2012.

Another series in which my artistic 
flame was fueled is the “Flowing Waters 
Series.” The Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources in 2010 commis-
sioned me to create awards in recog-
nition of their grants for the Decade 
of River Successes  recipients. The 
 sculptures were presented to 11 river 
advocacy groups across  Wisconsin. 

In examining the global need for 
clean flowing waters, the series “Healing 
Waters” emerged—a natural progression 
with the interrelatedness of water.

Then in 2014 while discussing the 
Flowing and Healing Waters Series 
with the Sisters of St. Scholastica, 
Sister Lois offered the concept of 
“Living Water.” Her thoughtful con-
tribution was a significant gift. This 

completed the exciting “Water Trilogy 
Series.”

However, how to translate the dy-
namics of Living Water into sculpture 
designs was challenging. For months I 
researched, read scriptures, and strug-
gled with the concept. Then in 2015, 
during maple sugar harvest, gazing at 
trees, I let go, and received the answer. 
Living water is life, and without it 
there is no civilization as we know it.

It is fitting that the first public sculp-
ture dedicated to the “Water Trilogy Se-
ries” in 2016 will be placed where the 
very struggle for life often resides, at the 
Marshfield Clinic  Hospital,  Oncology 
Clinic in Rice Lake, Wisconsin. 

Steel fabrication is at its best when 
the power and understanding of the 
materials and tools used allow the 
process to unfold rather than forc-
ing a predetermined outcome. Thus 
my  medium and process follows my 
 personal life philosophy.

More information about sculpture:
http://sculpture.org/redesign/mag.
shtml

http://www.thefabricator.com/	
publication/fab

Sara	Balbin	is	a	sculptor,	painter,	author,	
and	art	therapist.	Her	works	are	in	private	
and	public	collections	throughout	the	United	
States	and	the	world.	
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Make a Date With the Arts 

Concerts
March 3 
Northland College Spring Concert
Alvord Theater, 7:30 p.m. 

March 12 
Chance Concert Series  
Chance Concert Series Featuring the music 
of Molly Otis. Northern Great Lakes Visitor 
Center, 2-4 p.m. 

April 8 
Chequamegon Area Choir  
Spring  Concert: Song Quest  
The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
 Ashland, 7:30 p.m.

April 9 
The Chequamegon Symphony and the 
Northland College Festival Choir   
Two Marias: Fifty Years of Glorious Music. 
Our Lady of the Lake, Catholic Church, 
Lakeshore Dr., Ashland. 8 p.m.

April 10 
Chequamegon Area Choir  
Spring  Concert: Song Quest  
St. Louis Catholic Church, Washburn, 4 p.m

April 12 
Northland College Winds 
Alvord Theatre, Northland. 7:30 p.m.

April 15 & 17 
49th Annual Ashland Folk Festival 
Northland College, Robert Rue Parsonage 
Amphitheater. Friday concert, 6 p.m.;  
Sunday, 5 p.m.

April 18 
Northland College Jazz 
Alvord Theatre, Northland. 7:30 p.m.

April 21-24 
Washburn High School Spring Show 
School gym, 7 p.m. (Sunday performance  
at 2 p.m.)

April 23 
Madison Bach Musicians 
Performing Baroque Masterworks. Ashland 
Chamber Music Society. Presbyterian-Con-
gregational Church, Vaughn Ave., Ashland.  
7 p.m.

May 11 
Ashland High School Orchestra 
 Concert
School Auditorium. 7 p.m.

May 15 
Whitewater Brass 
Ashland Chamber Music Society. Presbyte-
rian-Congregational Church, Vaughn Ave., 
Ashland. 2 p.m.

May 18 
Ashland High School Band Concert
School gym. 7:30 p.m.

May 18 
Washburn High School Spring Band 
and Choir Concert
School gym. 7 p.m.

Theater & Literary Events
Throughout Spring 
Spot Talk Series 
The Spot, 116 14th Ave., Ashland.  
Call (715) 292-6556 for more information.

March 18-27 
A Life in the Theatre by David Mamet
Groundlings production. Stage North, Omaha 
Street, Washburn. 7:30 p.m. 

April 15-17, 21-24 
I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change
Chequamegon Theatre Association, Rinehart 
Theatre, 210 5th Ave. E., Ashland. 7:30 p.m. 
Call (715) 682-5544 or ctatheatre.org for 
details.

April 28-May 8 
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike 
by Christopher Durang
A Groundlings Dramatic Production. Stage 
North, Omaha Street, Washburn. 7:30 p.m.

Visual Arts
March 3-29  
‘Our Past in the Present’  
Chequamegon Bay Arts Council’s Spring 
Community Art Show, co-sponsored by The 
Washburn Heritage Society at Washburn 
Cultural Center, 1 E. Bayfield St., Washburn. 
Monday through Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Public reception Thursday, March 3, 5-7 p.m. 
Call (715) 373-5591 for more info.

March through May  2016
Compiled by Diana Granger

The Month of March 
Brendon Baylor and Betsey Harries
Showing the works of printmaker Brendon 
Baylor and felt sculptures by Betsey Harries. 
Salmagundi, 705 Main St., Ashland.

March 8-18 
40th Annual BMO Art Exhibition  
Local artists display paintings and 3D art 
competing for ribbons. BMO Harris Bank, 
100 Main St., Ashland. Artist reception, 
March 20, 1-2 p.m.

April 1-29  
Washburn School District’s  
Annual Art Show  
Work by pre-kindergarteners through 12th 
graders. Washburn Cultural Center, 1 E. 
Bayfield St., Washburn. Monday through 
Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Reception date to be 
announced.

The month of April  
Charlotte Edminister  
Ceramics by Northland senior. Salmagundi, 
705 Main St., Ashland.

May 1-31 
No Reservations
Showing Native American Art. Sponsored by 
the communities at Red Cliff and Bad River 
in conjunction with the Chequamegon Bay 
Arts Council. Washburn Cultural Center, 1 
E. Bayfield St., Washburn. Monday through 
Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Reception date TBA.

The Month of May 
Michelle Williams and  
Hilary O.Q. Nelson 
Oils and Watercolors by Michelle Williams 
and silver and stone jewelry by Hilary O.Q. 
Nelson. Salmagundi, 705 Main St., Ashland.

Art Happenings 
March 16 
Traditional Arts Night  
Presented by the Native American Student 
Association. Sigurd Olson Environmental 
Center, Northland College. 6-7:30p.m.

March 19 
42nd Annual Spring PowWow
Chapple Gymnasium, Northland College, 
Ashland. Workshops, speakers, venders, and 
more—all promoting Native American aware-
ness. 1-9 p.m. (715) 682-1344

May 7 
Silverwaves Jewelry Gallery 
Opens its doors on May 7. Grand Opening 
June 18. 204 Rittenhouse Ave., Bayfield.
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Film
March 5 & 18 
Bay Area Film Society 
Offers current independent films. Northern 
Great Lakes Visitor Center. Check website  
for film titles at www.bayareafilmsociety.org.

Classes/Workshops
March 7-11 
Light, Color, and Design 
At Tanque Verde Ranch in Tucscon, AZ, with 

Brenda Tharp. Sponsored by Madeline Island 
School of the Arts. Call (715) 747-2054 for 
information.

Ongoing 
Wisconsin Indianhead  
Technical  College
Visit witc.edu for course information.  
Call Jennifer Bednank at (715) 682-4591,  
ext. 3170, to register or get more information.

April 18-22 
Animal Artistry Through Applique 
At Tanque Verde Ranch in Tucscon, AZ, with 

David Taylor. Sponsored by Madeline Island 
School of the Arts. Call (715) 747-2054 for 
information. 

May 19-21 
10th annual Chequamegon Bay  
Bird and Nature Festival
Various locations. Call (800) 284-9484. 
Check www.birdandnaturefest.com. 

The Art of 

Promotion
Hashtag, You’re It!
A Beginners Guide  
to Hashtags
By Elizabeth Ellis
While perusing social media sites such 
as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram 
(to name just a few), you’ve probably 
noticed an increase in the use of the 
pound/number sign symbol (#) being 
placed in front of words and phrases 
at the end of posts. That sign (#) is 
referred to as a “hashtag.” Hashtags 
were first used by Twitter in 2007 when 
a citizen journalist introduced #SanDie-
goFire to post updates about forest fires 
in San Diego. From there the practice 
of using hashtags took off (like wildfire) 
and now it’s used to direct attention to 
everything from events, interests, and 
artists to political campaigns and enter-
tainment. 

 So what does a hashtag do? Click-
ing on a hashtagged word takes you to 
Tweets and sites marked with the same 
keywords. Hashtags are like arrows di-
recting people to a similar topic, issue, 
event, or idea. 

Try this…In your search bar (at the 
top of your page) type in #art. You’ll 
be directed to a Twitter, Instagram, or 
Facebook page where someone, some-
where has included #art on to the end 

of a post. These “hashtags” have been 
included by people who want you to 
find their post about topics, in this 
case, related to art. When you land on a 
site with the same hashtag, you’ll see a 
series of posts including it. You may also 
see other hashtags within the content 
of the post that will redirect you to a 
different page. Warning: It can be easy 
to get lost on the hashtag train. 

Hashtags can be included by simply 
writing a # (the number sign) in front 
of a word or short phrase and adding it 
to the end of your post. Now that you’re 
aware of this tool, explore how, when, 
and where hashtags are being used 
within social network sites.

Promoting and Marketing  
with Hashtags
Although Twitter is the original and 
popular site currently using hashtags, 
Facebook and Instagram also allow this 
tool for anyone to promote websites, 
events, ideas, products, and services. 
When using hashtags as part of a mar-
keting strategy for social networking 
enhancement, follow these tips:  

Use relevant hashtags & trends: 
Take a look at hashtags similar busi-
nesses are using. It’s best to use similar 
hashtags to drive people to common 
sites. Of course, you can create your 
own hashtag, but make sure you 
choose one that hasn’t already been 
used. Visit Google Keyword Planner 
or TweetDeck for popular keywords 
to base your hashtags on and discover 
popular trends. 

Spread the word: When you 
 create a personalized “hashtag,” 

 encourage and ask everyone to use 
it in all related tweets and posts. 
 Remember to include hashtags in 
your promotional materials including 
online photo tags, business cards, and 
brochures.

Use hashtags like a net: Create a 
hashtag that directs people to your web-
site where you’ll provide more detailed 
information on your products, events, 
and purchasing options. Keep your 
hashtags consistent on all social media 
sites as to not lose your following. 

Hashtag etiquette: Don’t overuse 
hashtags. Less is more. Follow trends 
and use popular hashtags that are easy 
to use. Don’t use hashtags that have 
nothing to do with your brand which 
make you look unprofessional, can 
appear to be spam, and hurt credibility.

Use popular and common key-
words and phrases in your hashtag. 
Respect people’s time by directing them 
to relevant rather than irrelevant sites.

Hashtags must be written as a 
single word. You can’t use spaces 
between words. Numbers can be used 
within a hashtag but punctuation and 
special characters (like $ and %) won’t 
work. 

And like any search, know that 
hashtags will take you to places you 
may or may not want to go. Clicking 
on a hashtag can take you just about 
anywhere.

Elizabeth	Ellis	is	a	CBAC	Member		
and		created	Open	Waters	Promotions		
to	serve	Chequamegon	Bay	area	
	businesses,		talents,	and	artists	with	
	promotion		strategies.	(715)	747-2057.		
openwaterspromotions@gmail.com.		
Open	Waters	Promotions	on	Facebook.



Who We Are

The Chequamegon Bay Arts  Council  
is a member-oriented, non-profit orga-
nization promoting the arts in north-
ern Wisconsin. Run by a dynamic all- 
volunteer Board of  Directors, CBAC 
supports local arts and  believes that 
a vibrant arts community invigorates 
the  community at large.

Board of Directors
Joanne Meierhofer, President  
(715) 685-2350 
jcmeierhofer@msn.com

Kathleen Broadwell,  
Vice President  
(715) 774-3743 
kathleenbroadwell@gmail.com

Diana Granger, Secretary 
(715) 373-1133 
dianagranger@centurytel.net

Sharon Stewart,  
Interim Treasurer 
(715) 373-2556 
Sharon.stewart08@gmail.com

Christine Lindsey,   
Grant Coordinator  
(715) 373-2259 
ttlindsey@centurytel.net

Lissa Flemming 
lissa@silverwaves.net

LeeAnn Frey   
nlafrey05@gmail.com

Grace Hogan 
gracehoganjewelry@gmail.com

Sarah Lund 
deansar@hotmail.com 

Beth Folsom, Bookkeeper 
(715) 969-8805  
Bfolsom30700@gmail.com

Catherine Lange,  
Newsletter Editor 
(708) 275-8868 
langecate@gmail.com
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Board Member Profile
Name: Kathleen Broadwell  
Year you became a board member: 2015
City of residence: Port Wing, Wisconsin
Profession:  I was a violinist with the South 
Dakota Symphony from 1981 until May 
2014. In addition, I played in the first violin 
section of the Sioux City Symphony and was 
a teaching principal with the Northwest Iowa 
Symphony Orchestra for 27 years.  
What is your interest in the arts?  I loved 
playing with these groups for the amazing 
 experiences, special as much for the feeling 
of community with colleagues and friends, 

as for the spirit and joy of the music itself.  My reasons for playing for all these 
years and joining CBAC have been, and are, to help as many people as possible 
to find the joy music can bring. 
What is your role with CBAC?  Board member 
What is your vision for CBAC?  As a member of the CBAC board, I hope to bring 
focus to the fact that music is an art.  Musicians and aspiring musicians need 
funding, exposure, and encouragement, just as any other artist. Also, since I live 
on the western side of Bayfield County, I hope to be able to represent the many 
gifted artists from that area. 
Other interests:  My husband, David, and I moved to Port Wing in June of 2014. 
Our son and daughter-in-law and their three children had moved to Duluth in 
2009. Subsequently, we began visiting the area as often as possible and found 
the beautiful South Shore. Already being sailing enthusiasts, it was a logical next 
step to retire here, especially since all of my family live in Wisconsin. In the 
summer, we enjoy sailing, canoeing, kayaking, and biking. In the winter, when 
there is enough snow, we cross country ski, and go skijoring with our husky, 
Raina. We have found the people of the South Shore and Chequamagon Bay 
Area to be much warmer than the weather.

Heritage
W A S H B U R N  H E R I T A G E  A S S O C I A T I O N

Historical Connections:  
Our Past in the Present

Opening reception: Thursday, March 3 
5-7 p.m. at the Washburn Cultural Center

See this exhibit of images showing community heritage. 
Co-sponsored by the Chequamegon Bay Arts Council and 
the Washburn Heritage Association. During March at the 
 Washburn Cultural Center, 1 E. Bayfield St., Washburn.
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Supporter & Member
For membership benefits:  
cbayarts.org/membership.

  Champion
 $1,000 Benefactor     
 $500 Sponsor
 $250 Patron     
 $100 Donor
 $75 Business
 $50 Art Enthusiast (Family)
 $25 Art Enthusiast  

  (Individual) 
 $15  Senior/Student/ 

Starving Artist
 

   Included	in	all	of	the	above	membership	fees: 
You will receive Artifacts, CBAC’s 
quarterly news letter, as an email 
 attachment. Please provide your 
email address below.

  $12  Hard-copy subscription of 
 Artifacts, CBAC’s quarterly news-
letter —mailed to the address 
you provide below.

n   My check payable to CBAC  
for $                         is enclosed. 

Name

Organization

Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax

Email 

Website

n  I am also an artist. 
Media:  n  Visual Artist n  Filmmaker  
  n  Literary n  Design   
  n  Musician n  Dance   
  n  Theater n  Fiber
  n  Sculpture n  Photography  
  n  Other:

P.O. Box 25, Washburn, WI 54891

Questions: Call CBAC  President  
Joanne Meierhofer at (715) 685-2350

nYes!    I support the arts! 
I’d like to commit now  
at this level of support:

www.cbayarts.org

Mission:   
What We Do

The Chequamegon Bay Arts 
 Council is a non-profit mem-
ber organization that supports, 
develops, and promotes art and 
artists in northern Wisconsin. 
CBAC was established in 1981 
and  accomplishes this mission by 
providing:

•  grants and scholarships in support 
of artistic  development, creation, 
and presentation;

•  communication with members 
and the public through various 
media;

•  art exhibitions, workshops, and 
special events, including annual 
fund raising and membership 

activities designed to enable us 
to meet our goals.

Vision:   
What We Want
To assure that residents and visitors have 
access to art’s enriching possibilities.

Values:   
Why We Do It
Because we believe that:

•  the arts enrich lives,  promote com-
munity,  foster creativity and show-
case diverse cultural  perspectives in 
positive ways;

•  the arts foster understanding of our 
unique place through time;

•  artists need assistance to grow, so our 
organization invests in the future of  
the arts.

Supporters
Thanks	to	all	our	supporters	and	new	and	renew	ing	
members	for	this	quarter.	We	couldn’t	do	it	without	you!

Donor
Susan and Brad 

Anderson
Kathleen Broadwell
Sharon Campbell, 

Chequamegon 
Theatre Association

Don and Catherine 
Ekstrom, Rocky Run

Madeline Island 
Museum

Charles Meech, 
Madeline Island 
School of the Arts

Heidi Nelson, Flamingos 
Up North

John and Christina Sauer
Carolyn Sneed

Business
Richard and Carol Avol, 

Chequamegon Book 
and Coffee

John Bransden, 
Chequamegon Art 
Photo

Lissa Flemming,  Silver-
waves Jewelry LLC

Art Enthusiast  
(Family)
Don and Lois Albrecht
Terry and Heidi 

Anderson
Dave Gonzalez and Judy 

Hanne Gonzalez
Carrie Linder and Jay 

Cablk, Jay’s TreeCare
John and Barbara 

McFarland
Sheila Mitchell and  

Clair Morud

Art Enthusiast
Bussey Dorota
Mike Fiorio
John Hanson
Grace Ann Hogan
David Kapszukiewicz
Sally Kessler
Elizabeth Lexau

Jill Lorenz, Su Casa 
Design

Judy Manley
Jim Ramsdell, Our 

Shared Planet
Jane Smith
Kathy Tenney
Michelle Williams
June Winnie

Senior/Student/ 
Starving Artist
Dorothy Harris
Diane Pecnik
Andrew Sauer
Emily Schlager
Jessica and Jim Stowell 

Zuehlke



P.O. Box 25, Washburn, WI 54891

Apply for an Artistic Development Grant!
Apply for a college scholarship!

VISIT WWW.CBAYARTS.ORG and
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

A
T
T
E
N
T
IO
N

!

h igh school sen ior$
If a $1,000 scholarship from CBAC would help you  
to reach your artistic career goal, answer the following 
four questions to see if you qualify.

1. Do you reside and attend high school in Ashland County or Bayfield County?

2. Are you planning to enroll in a higher education course of study leading to a career 
in visual, literary, or performing arts?

3. Could you get a couple of teachers to say something nice about you?

4. Can you provide a sample of your art, performance, or writing?

Then go to http://www.cbayarts.org/scholarships.html to review the requirements and 
download an application. Completed applications are due by April 30, 2016. 
You are going to get very busy as graduation approaches, so get working on this as 
soon as possible. Don’t miss out on this opportunity. It’s easier money than shoveling 
sidewalks or babysitting, and there is no penalty for getting your application in early!


